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PILA 
 
Pila is situated 5 ½ miles south-west of Santa Cruz, on the Santa Cruz Calauang 

road, and is ½ miles from Laguna de Bay.  The town is ¾ of a mile in length, by 1/3 mile 
in width, and is on ground filled in about two feet above the level of the flat rice fields 
which surround the town.  The Rio Piedra1, a small stream, runs parallel to the town on 
the north, ½ mile distant.  On the west the “municipal canal”2 connects this stream with 
the Rio Nueva3, making it possible for small native boats to navigate it4 from the Laguna 
for the greater part of the year.  The Rio San Antonio5, an unimportant stream runs 
parallel to the town, one mile to the south.  A road to the north from the Pila-Santa Cruz 
road, branches off beyond the Rio Labuin6, and gives direct communication with the 
Laguna.   
 
 The houses are mainly of wood and nipa, and of grass and bamboo.  The church, 
convent, school building and presidencia7 are made of stone, the first two having tile 
roof8.  One other building, on the Calle Tribunal9 on block east of the church, is of stone 
and has been used a a pottery kiln10.  The church and the convent front the Laguna, and 
are similar to other buildings of the kind in the Philippines.  The other buildings are all of 
one story; the school-house being 30 x 75 feet11, and the presidencia about 50 feet square.  
These buildings and a partly completed stone wall around the plaza12, command the 
town.  They are all suitable for quartering troops, and would accommodate two full 
companies13.  All are in good state of repair, and in good sanitary condition.  The water 
supply is from wells, and is good if sterilized.  Bathing facilities are poor.  The location is 
healthful and the buildings scattered. 
 
 Pila is divided into 9 districts, which comprise 23 barrios14, with a total 
population of 5743.  The people, of the usual Tagalog type, are industrious and 
apparently friendly.  The principle15 industries, are the production of cocoanuts, rice 
                                                 
1 Bulusucan River 
2 This is probably the irrigation canal at the back of the old Pila Market (now a municipal gym). 
3 Sta. Clara River 
4 No longer possible because of the NIA pumping station constructed in the 70s. 
5 Present day boundary of Victoria and Pila 
6 Only part of the river remains today, water was diverted to irrigate rice fields. 
7 No longer present.  The current Pila Municipal building was inaugurated in June 13, 1931. 
8 Replaced with galvanized roof. 
9 Rizal St., Pila, Laguna. 
10 No longer present. 
11 Reconstructed in 1911 thru Act No. 1801 or commonly known as the Gabaldon Act. 
12 National Historical Landmark 
13 Church and other buildings occupied by the 8th Infantry. 
14 Barrios of Victoria and Pila,  Laguna 
15 principal 
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growing, and fishing.  The land about town is owned by a few well-to-do resident 
families16, and by natives of Pagsanjan, and Majayjay.  There are only few property 
owners. 
 
 Communications:  To Manila; via Santa Cruz17 by main road, and also from the 
lake shore.  The Santa Cruz-Pila main road is 5 ½ miles in length, the beach road 218.  
The trail from Pila to Magdalena19 is 7 miles long, passing through barrios of Pansol, 
Masico and Buhanginan, (the latter on the Santa Cruz River).  A very muddy trail in wet 
season.  The trail from Pila to the barrios of Nanhaya and San Roque20 is difficult in the 
wet season.  It is four miles long.  These two barrios can also be reached by native boats 
passing through the canal and down the lake. 
 
 The country surrounding Pila is low rice land, but Mt. Nagcarlang and a range of 
hills are seven miles south-east.  The rills rise gradually to about 700 feet, and have 
wooded slopes.  The country is passable from mounted troops in dry season, but only for 
foot troops of the trails in the wet season. 
 

ROADS AND TRAILS 
 
 PILA TO SANTA CRUZ:  A twenty-four foot, dirt road, graveled in a few places, 
and in good condition.  It is level and wagon transportation can by used.  In wet season 
the road-way has an average of two feet of mud upon it.  There are good camping groups 
with water in Pila and Santa Cruz.  Gravel and rock for repair can be obtained from bed 
of Santa Cruz river.  One wire telephone line21 on wooden poles in bad condition along 
road connecting Pila with Santa Cruz.  Lake cable from Santa Cruz gives communication 
with Manila.  No barrios reported along road.  No positions or trenches along road.  The 
country, rice and cane land, is under cultivation.  The people are apparently friendly. 
 
 River and stream crossings:  There are three stream-crossings on this road.  The 
first is the Rio Piedra, about 1/8 mile north-east of Pila, a fresh water stream, not 
navigable, not liable to rises, and fordable at all times.  The banks are low and muddy and 
bottom muddy.  Width from bank to bank 8 feet in dry, and twelve feet in wet season.  
Average depth about 2 feet in dry, and about 4 feet in wet season.  Current, slow.  The 
bridge is a single arch stone bridge, length 25 feet, width 10 feet.  Its condition is good, 
and is suitable for any load.  The second crossing is the Rio Labuin, ¼ mile north-east of 
Pila.  It is a fresh water stream and is not navigable, and not liable to rises.  It is fordable 
at all times.  The banks are low, muddy and brushy, and bottom muddy.  Width from 
bank to bank 4 feet in dry, and 7 feet in wet season.  Depth of water 1 foot in dry, and 3 
feet in wet season.  Current, slow.  It is crossed by a low stone bridge, scarcely more than 
a culvert, and but slightly higher than the very low road bed, which is here through rice 

                                                 
16 Rivera Family 
17 Via steam ship 
18 Only part of the beach road remains today. 
19 Became a rail-road track. 
20 Now part of Victoria, Laguna. 
21 Re-installed only in the 1990s. 
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fields.  The third crossing is the Santa Cruz River, just outside that town, a fresh water 
stream, navigable for cascoes at all times, and liable to slight rises in wet season during 
rains.  Fordable at all times.  The banks are sloping and low, from 2 to 8 feet high.  
Average width from bank to bank 100 feet.  Depth 2 feet in dry, and 3 to 4 feet in wet 
season.  The bottom is gravelly and rocky.  Current, strong at all times.  It is crossed by 
an iron bridge, with stone piers, length 100 feet, width 16 feet, and height above the water 
15 feet.  It is in good condition, and suitable for any load. 
 
 PILA TO CALAUANG:  A twenty-five food earth, gravel and rock road, in good 
condition to the third stream-crossing, beyond which up to the fifth stream-crossing, it is 
only passable for infantry and cavalry.  Camping grounds near streams.  At barrio Dyap22 
timber, brush and sand stone (of poor quality) can be obtained for repairs.  In wet season 
road is very muddy between third and fifth crossings, but could easily be drained, and 
then repaired from materials to be had at nearby points.  Otherwise its condition is the 
same as in dry season.  Infantry only can be easily moved over this road in dry season; it 
being difficult for mounted troops.  There is no telegraph or telephone wire along this 
road.  (Barrios along road not fully reported on).  Barrio Dyap is ½ mile from foot-hills of 
Mt. Nagcarlang, which is south of road.  No trenches or defensive positions along road.  
The Country consists of well cultivated rice fields and cocoanut groves from Pila to the 
fourth stream-crossing.  Brush and timber are found on the south side of the road from 
there to Calauang is filled with brush, grass and old cane fields.  The people are friendly. 
 
 River and stream-crossings:  There are five stream-crossings on this road.  The 
first is the Rio San Antonio, ¾ miles south-west of Pila.  It is fresh water stream, not 
navigable, and not liable to rises.  It is fordable for all arms in dry season, and for infantry 
in wet season.  The banks are overgrown with bamboo, and from 3 to 4 feet above the 
water.  The bottom is muddy.  Width from bank to bank 8 feet in dry, and 15 feet in wet 
season.  Depth 2 feet in dry, and 4 feet in wet season.  Current moderate in dry, and swift 
in wet season.  It is crossed by a single arch stone bridge 20 feet long, 10 feet wide, and 8 
feet above water.  It is good condition and suitable for any load.  The second crossing is 
the Rio Banoa-banoa23, 1 ¾ miles south-west of Pila.  It is a fresh water stream, not 
navigable, and not liable to rises.  It is fordable in dry season, and also in wet season 
except near the lake.  The banks are overgrown with bamboo and underbrush and from 3 
to 6 feet above the water.  The bottom between road and lake is muddy, and above road is 
muddy, stony and gravelly.  Width from bank to bank 10 feet in dry, and 18 feet in wet 
season.  Depth 2 feet in dry, and 5 feet in wet season.  Current moderate in dry, and swift 
in wet season.  It is crossed by a single arch stone bridge 25 feet long, 10 feet wide, and 8 
feet above the water.  The bridge is in good condition, and will carry any load.  The third 
crossing is the Rio Malicbi24, 2 ¾ miles south-west of Pila.  It is a fresh water stream, not 
navigable, and not liable to rises.  It is fordable except near the lake.  The banks are lined 
with bamboo and underbrush and are from 3 to 6 feet high.  The bottom is muddy up to 
barrio Manool25, (where the mountains commence), beyond that being gravelly.  Width 

                                                 
22 Dayap 
23 Banca-banca 
24 Present day boundary of Victoria and Calauan, Laguna. 
25 Manaol 



Pila Historical Society Foundation Inc. 

from bank to bank 10 feet in dry and 18 feet in wet season.  Depth 2 feet in dry and 4 feet 
in wet season.  It is crossed by a stone bridge 20 feet long, 10 feet wide, and 8 feet above 
the water.  The bridge is in good condition, and suitable for any load.  The road-bed is 
entirely washed away at Calauang (west) end of bridge but piles to prevent washing out, 
and timber for corduroying, can be obtained in vicinity.  The fourth is the river Guaca, 3 
¾ miles south-west of Pila.  It is a fresh water stream, not navigable, and not liable to 
rises.  It is fordable except near lake.  The banks are from 3 to 6 feet high, and are lined 
with bamboo and underbrush.  The bottom is muddy.  Width from bank to bank 6 feet in 
dry and 12 feet in wet season.  Depth 1 ½ feet in dry, and 4 feet in wet season.  It is 
crossed by a single arch stone bridge, 15 feet long 10 feet wide, and 6 feet above the 
water.  The bridge is in good condition, and able to bear any load.  The fifth crossing is 
the Calauang River, 6 ½ miles south-west of Pila, and ¼ mile north-east of Calauang.  It 
is a fresh water stream, not navigable, and not liable to rises.  It is not fordable between 
road and lake, and has steep cut banks, overgrown with bamboo and underbrush, from 8 
to 15 feet high.  It has a gravelly, rocky bottom, muddy near the lake.  Current swift at all 
times.  Width from bank to bank 15 feet in dry, and 20 to 25 feet in wet season. 
 
 Cross roads and trails:  Trail to left after second crossing to Barrio Danim26, one 
mile.  A trail to right ½ mile west of second crossing to barrios San Roque and Nanhaya 
(two miles distant.)  Trail to left at barrio Dyap along the mountains in the direction of 
Magdalena.  All trails are passable for infantry and cavalry in dry season, but for foot 
troops only, in wet season. 
 
 PILA TO MAGDALENA:  (Briefly reported under communications). 
 PILA TO NAGCARLANG: (Not reported). 
 
 
      Respectfull submitted, 
 
      (Signed)  LEON L. ROACH 
                      1ST Lieut., 8th Infantry27

            Intelligence Officer. 
 
Pila, Laguna, P. I. 
 February 12, 1902 

                                                 
26 Daniw 
27 Pila became a military outpost of the 8th Infantry during the Philippine-American War.  Company L, 8th 
Infantry arrived in Pila, November 7, 1900 while Company K, 8th Infantry November 17, 1900. 


