
ANNOUNCEMENT

Seminar on:
Philippine Towns & Cities: reflections of the past, lessons for the future

08 November 2006
Development Academy of the Philippines

2/F, L.S. VIRATA HALL
San Miguel Avenue, (near corner Shaw Blvd.) Pasig City

The  Heritage  Conservation  Society  (HCS),  in  collaboration  with  the  Urban 
Partnerships Foundation, and the University of the Philippines History Department, is 
organizing a seminar which aims to promote heritage conservation as a strategy for 
urban  development  and  revitalization  that  will  redound  to  local  socioeconomic 
growth.

A strategic starting point for this is to document the history and evolution of Philippine 
human settlements – how and why they were established, planned, developed, and 
grew in the manner that they have and in the places where they are.

From this documentation, lessons can be extracted that can help guide policies and 
approaches  for  the  planning  and  management  of  future  urban  development  and 
revitalization with a strong heritage conservation component.

Rationale

• Rapid  and massive  urbanization  of  the  Philippines  brings  with  it  many social 
challenges.

• Population  growth  results  in  the  influx  of  rural  migrants  into  urban  centers, 
challenging  the  ability  of  Philippine  towns  and  cities  to  provide  jobs  and 
livelihood.

• Crumbling infrastructure, inadequate and over-stretched social services, rampant 
real  estate  speculation,  unplanned  and  extensive  urban  sprawl,  plus 
unresponsive  government  agencies  all  exert  tremendous  pressure  on  older 
settlements.

• An invaluable core of historical and cultural heritage, is left to deteriorate, as the 
economically-active middle class flee to other urban areas.

• Concerted effort is imperative to revitalize the old city, ensure that its streets and 
spaces are kept alive, its economic base rejuvenated, and links to the modern 
city reinforced.

• It is urgent to create a powerful upward spiral of investments that will generate 
livelihood  opportunities  and  restore  the  inherent  vitality  and  unique  charm of 
Philippine historic towns and cities.

• The idea is to foster not only a “sense of place” but definitely, a “pride of place.”
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Objectives

• The seminar’s overall goal is to broaden awareness and deepen understanding 
of the origins and evolution of Philippine towns and cities, thereby contributing to 
the intellectual capital essential to addressing contemporary urban challenges.

• Its specific objectives are to present selected case studies of Philippine towns 
and cities which highlight the persons, events and factors that influenced their 
location, layout,  land uses, buildings and circulation system; the planning and 
development principles or guidelines that were applied; and the impact of their 
location’s geo-physical characteristics on their development;

• To identify the   key lessons from these case studies that can be applied to the 
formulation and implementation of policies and approaches for the planning and 
management of Philippine urban settlements;

• To disseminate these lessons to urban planning and management practitioners 
especially  local  governments  and  communities,  as  a  reference  in  formulating 
appropriate heritage conservation and other related programs.

Participants

• Governors,  vice-governors,  Mayors,  vice-mayors,  town  and  city  councilors, 
provincial board members, regional development councils

• Heritage  conservation  advocates  and  experts,  urban  planners,  historians, 
architects, and students

• Representatives of  national government agencies, such as the Department  of 
Tourism,  Education,  Public  Works  and  Highways,  Environmental  and  Natural 
Resources; National Historical Institute, National Commission for Culture and the 
Arts, and the Housing and land Use Regulatory Board

• A number of embassies and consulates will be invited

Seminar Fee

• Private Sector: P2,500.00
• Government Sector:   1,500.00
• Students (with ID):      500.00

For registration and further information, please contact:

• Ms. Dorie Soriano, Heritage Conservation Society
Tel.: 521-2239 Email: hcs_secretariat@yahoo.com

• Mrs. Virginia R. Rodriguez, The Urban Partnerships Foundation
Tel: 895-1812/896-1902   Email: deinsiedel.upf@gmail.com
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