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VILLA DE PILA

The foundation of this Villa dates back to the year 1578, in which time our 
apostolic men Fr. Juan de Plasencia and Fray Diego de Oropesa announced 
the name of the Lord, being this town the principal residence of the latter, 
without ceasing to evangelize through all the coasts and mountains of the 
great Laguna de Bay, until their apostolic zeal penetrated into the province of 
Tayabas. Long ago, it used to be joined to the Laguna de Bay, in a place 
called Pagalangan, and because of heavy flooding in the rising waters of the 
said Laguna, it was transferred in the year 1800 to the site it occupies today. 

Its situation is at 14º13´latitude, in an wide plain, to the right of an average 
river which originates from the mountain of San Cristobal, and, running from 
S  to  N,  it  flows  into  the  lagoon  which  gives  the  name to  the  province. 
Bordered in the north with the said lagoon, it is half a league away. It is 
bordered on the NE with the town of Sta. Cruz, five fourths of a league; on 
the E with the town of Magdalena, a bit less than the same distance; on the 
SSE with the town of Nagcarlang, two leagues away; on the SSW with that of 
Calauang, a bit less than the same distance; and on the WSW with that of 
Bay, same as before. 

It enjoys a mild, healthy and very well ventilated climate. The most common 
sickness  are  the  fevers  (tercianas),  which  usually  come  from  May  to 
September. It provides itself with waters from springs which come from N. of 
the town, and from wells, all of the very big. It has two main roads towards 
the towns of Santa Cruz and Bay, with two bridle paths for the towns of 
Nagcarlang and Magdalena. Mails are received weekly from the headquarters 
of the province.

The Church, under the advocacy of the marvelous S. Anthony of Padua, was 
originally made of  wood. In the year  1599, permission was given by the 
Superior Gobierno to make it out of stone, which should have been verified in 
the following years, because in 1617, the said Church and rectory of stone 
were already finished.  In  1800,  the Church and rectory  were demolished 
because  of  the  aforementioned  transfer,  and  the  existing  edifice  was 
constructed under the direction of the Rev. Frs. Fray Antonio de Argobejo 
and Fray Domingo de Valencia, the town contributing for it. The said Church 
is of good material and very spacious (capaz), and in it is venerated, aside 
from the titular Saint, the other to whom the faithful have a very particular 



devotion, the glorious S. Roche, of whose image many miracles are found in 
our files (registros), some of them juridically proven.

The rectory (casa parroquial) is also made of stone, constructed under the 
direction of the Rev. Fr. Fray Benito del Quintanar, around 1840 until 1849. 
This villa has six straight streets from N. to S., and five cross streets, all of 
them wide, with excellent roads covered with a good mixture. There is a 
court (tribunal), a school of primary education, offered by the banks (cajas) 
of the Community, with some eight hundred houses, all of them of wood and 
nipa. It is administered by the Rev. Fr. Fray Antonio Santiago, confessor, 54 
years of age, with a Fr. coadjutor. 

STATUS OF THE PARISH
Tributos … 4715
Souls … 5551

The boundary extends league and a half from N. to S., and the same from E. 
to W. Through it, four medium–sized rivers, all coming from San Cristobal 
mountain, and whose waters are used in irrigation. The terrain cultivated 
produces much rice, sugar cane, for whose benefits there are six sugar mills 
(ingenios), many coconuts from which they extract oil, some indigo, cocoa, 
coffee, bonga (Tag., bunga?), and many fruit trees and some legumes. The 
natives  dedicate  themselves  to  agriculture,  to  the  benefit  of  the 
abovementioned articles, and to fishing, which is produced by the  Laguna, 
the products of which are exported for the market of Santa Cruz and for the 
Capitol.

The hospital (enfermería) of the male religious was in this villa from the year 
1618 until 1673, when it was transferred to the town of Santa Cruz.


